When our congregation gathered for the celebration of Holy Communion, we heard again the
story of God’s mighty acts and of the love shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ. With thanksgiving we remembered that “in the night in which he was betrayed, he
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
We were given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Now we
bring you this same bread of life and this same cup of blessing, that you may be strengthened
through your participation in the body of Christ.

As we prepare for this great gift, let us confess our sins and hear the promise of forgiveness.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
(Declaration of Grace):
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen.
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