The congregation assembles in silence.
Kneel/Stand
L
C

The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
Amen.

L
C

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to Your name, O Most High;

L
C

to herald Your love in the morning,
Your truth at the close of the day.

L

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination.
L
C

L
C

Holy and gracious God,
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deed of which I
am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I
may rest in peace.
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the
morning to serve Him.
Amen.

883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
1

All praise to Thee, my God, this night
For all the blessings of the light.
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings,
Beneath Thine own almighty wings.

2

Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son,
The ill that I this day have done,
That with the world, myself, and Thee,
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.

3

Teach me to live that I may dread
The grave as little as my bed.
Teach me to die that so I may
Rise glorious at the awe-full day.

4

Oh, may my soul in Thee repose,
And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close,
Sleep that shall me more vig’rous make
To serve my God when I awake!

5

When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.

6

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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Readings from Holy Scripture
18

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity
and passing over transgression
for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever,
because he delights in steadfast love.
19
He will again have compassion on us;
he will tread our iniquities under foot.
You will cast all our sins
into the depths of the sea.

Silence for reflection.
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might
be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will
be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son,
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
Silence for reflection.

Responsory
L
C
L
C
L
C
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Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Into Your hands I commend my spirit.
You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
Into Your hands I commend my spirit.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Into Your hands I commend my spirit.

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
1

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

2

“For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

3

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.”
Most highly favored lady,
Gloria!
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4

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!
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Kneel/Stand

Prayer
L
C

Hear my prayer, O Lord;
listen to my cry.

L
C

Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
hide me in the shadow of Your wings.

L
C

In righteousness I shall see You;
when I awake Your presence will give me joy.

L

Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances
of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is
hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and
peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of
Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C

Amen.

Lord's Prayer
L
C
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Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
L

C

Guide us waking, O Lord,
and guard us sleeping
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep we may rest in peace.
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of ev'ry people:
a light to reveal You to the nations
and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
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and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.
Guide us waking, O Lord,
and guard us sleeping
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep we may rest in peace.

Benediction
L
C
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The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us.
Amen.
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